PALAU

LOCATION
Palau is located in the North Pacific Ocean in the Carolina Islands.  It is also know as Belau.  Palau is located seven degrees 30' north latitude, 133 degrees 30' east longitude.  The total  land area is 488km squared.  The capital city of Palau is Koror.

GEOGRAPHY

The Phillippines is southeast of this island chain.  Palau consists of 200 islands, but only eight of which are inhabited.  The geography ranges from high, volcanic mountains to low, coral islands surrounded by beautiful coral reefs.

CLIMATE
The people of Palau enjoy year round temperatures of approximately eighty-two degrees.  The average rainfall is around 150 inches per year and it will rain all year round.  The peak rainfall; however, lasts from July until October.  Humidity can reach eight-two percent at times.

HISTORY
The people of Palau are originally believed to have settled from Indonesia.  Today, Palau(s people consist primarily of Malay, Melanesian, Filipino, and Polynesian.

Palau was originally owned by Spain until 1899. Spain then sold the country to Germany.  Japan took control over Palau during World War II.  During World War Two, the United States drove the Japanese out of Palau.  After the war, Palau signed a Compact of Free Association with the United States.  This required the United States to provide protection and economic aid in exchange for the U.S. military bases to remain and expand in Palau.  In 1994, Palau became a sovereign state.

IMPORTANT HOLIDAYS
Palauans celebrate New Years Eve, Christmas, Thanksgiving, and Labor Day as the U.S. does.  On March 15, Palauns celebrateYouth Day.  May 15 is their official Senior Citizen Day.  They also celebrate their Independence Day on the first of October.

POPULATION
The current population of Palau is 20,579.  The growth rate is 2.11%.  Further, the birth rate is 18/1000.  The average Palauan life expectancy is 70.4.  There are approximately 114 males for every 100 females.

CURRENCY
The currency is the U.S. dollar for all commercial business.  As for informal business and trade, Palauans prefer to use fish and clams.

EDUCATION
In the public school, there is no preschool or kindergarten,  although, there are some private schools that offer kindergarden.  However, the U.S. funds the Head Start Programs for the young to help young children before entering elementary school. Elementary grades are one through eight for ages ranging from six to fourteen typically.  High school has grades nine through twelve like the U.S.  For continuing education, there is the Palauan Community College.  There are scholarships and loans available for the students.

LANGUAGE

Even though the population is small, there are a variety of languages spoken.  The official language of Palau is Angaur, but most also speak English fluently.  Other languages include Palauan, Sonsorales, Tobi, Filipino, Chinese, Carolinian, Japanese, and other Asian languages.
RELIGION

The predominant religion is Christianity.  Other denominations include the 7-Day Adventists, The Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints and Jehovah(s Witness.  Modekngei is a religion which holds a mix of Pagan and Christian beliefs which is indigenous to Palau.

ECONOMY

The economy consists of agriculture and fishing which is primarily needed for survival.  Palau(s per capita GDP is 6550.  Palauans; however, depend on tourism as their top industry.  Next to tourism, the government employs 30% of the population.  Construction projects are also an important part of their industry.

TRADE

The country heavily depends on imports for the basic necessities.  There is some domestic trade items that are exported form  Palau.

FOOD
The traditional Palauan diet includes coconut milk, meat, tapioka, sweet potatoes, and a variety of fish and seafood.  Japanese and American cuisine has had great influence on their diet.

CONCLUSION
My interest in Palau was sparked because I am a Survivor fan and the last season was on Palau.  I have learned there is a lot more to this beautiful country than what was shown on television.  With the help of the United States, Palau has grown economically and is educationally stronger.  This country offers spectacular mountains and reefs that would blow your mind.  In my opinion, Palau is one of the most beautiful countries in the world, which people don’t not know much about.  Hopefully, this paper has helped to clarify and inform people on this wonderful country.

                                                                                             Erin Trease
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