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1. Please thank the legislator for their past and current support of OSU extension and research programs. 

2. Let them know that the Governor’s budget provided flat funding for OSU Extension for both years of the biennium and provided a 2% increase to OARDC for the first year of the biennium and flat funding for the second year. Our first priority is to work for a 2% increase for OSU Extension so that has funding levels identical to OARDC. The second priority is to increase both lines equally, and to obtain increases in both years of the biennium.

3. Let them know that we receive funds from county government as well as from the state legislature, and that their support of the Local Government Fund is also greatly appreciated.

4. Share that we are successfully competing for grant funds, such as Third Frontier projects, and that we need to maintain our base funds that we receive from them so we have the people and systems in place to help Ohio’s citizens through cutting edge initiatives such as these. 

5. Use the majority of your time in conversation with the legislator to discuss local programs through OSU Extension and OARDC that you value and/or compatible with his/her interests. You can also view and discuss the displays that are set up around the room which highlight some of our major program efforts.

6. Be aware that OARDC and OSU Extension employ 300 fewer full time people than they did in 2001. We have made significant reductions in our work force and educational programs during the last five years of economic downturn. We have received level funding from the state legislature; but with increasing health care costs, mandatory salary increases (required by OSU) and inflation; our budget is very lean.

7. Emphasize that OARDC and OSU Extension do not benefit from tuition increases. Because we are funded through separate line items from the overall university, we do not have tuition paying students.
