COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

MINUTES
May 14, 2007

3:00 – 5:00 pm

Agr Admin 207
Members Present: A. Christy, A. Maurer, P. McMahon, J. Metzger, J. Pfister, M. Roberts, S. Scheer, H. Zerby
Guest Present: Bill Randle

Members Absent: None
I. Approval of Minutes from April 30, 2007 meeting.

Motion and second to approve minutes from April 30, 2007. Motion carries.

II. Approval of Minutes from May 7, 2007 meeting.

Motion and second to approve minutes from May 7, 2007. Motion carries.

III. GEC Revisions

The Committee reviewed the letter that will be sent to Randy Smith today. 

Motion and second to ratify the faculty vote on the GEC revisions. Motion carries.

IV. CAA Proposal

The GEC changes are to be implemented in Autumn 2007.

The departments have been asked to review their Natural Science requirements according to the revised template by June 1. Another COAA meeting will need to be scheduled to discuss any changes in the Natural Sciences. 

V. Study Abroad Request

H&CS 697.04: Agriculture and Agro-Ecosystems in Chile

Two components:
1. H&CS 593 (or 693), 3 cr hrs, to be taken Autumn Quarter 2007

2. H&CS 697.04, 3 cr hrs, short-term study abroad trip to Chile (December 11-21, 2008).

The committee discussed the similarities and differences between Study Abroads and Study Tours. 


Motion and second to approve the New Course Request and Flexibly Scheduled/Off Campus/Workshop Request for H&CS 697.04. Motion carries.

VI. Course Requests: H&CS 234, 234.01, and 234.02

Course Change Request
H&CS 234 (will now be a generic)
Change credit hours to: 0
Change description to: Overview of plants used in gardens and landscapes

New Course Request
H&CS 234.01
Landscape Plants Lecture 
U 3
AU, WI, SP qtrs, 3 cl

New Course Request
H&CS 234.02
Landscape Plants Lab
U 2
AU, SP qtrs, 2 2-hr labs
Prereq: H&CS 234.01 or concurrent

Discussion
LARCH has been asked for a letter of concurrence but hasn’t responded. 

It is expected that more students will take the lecture than the lab. For example, some Turfgrass Science students may take the lecture but not the lab. 

This change is a reorganization. 

The disability statement on the syllabi needs to be in 16-point type and should probably be reworded to be more like the standard example statement. 

The contact hours (distribution) is on the subdivisions. The generic has a title but no distribution. The description should be on the generic OR on the subdivisions but can’t be the same both places. 

The exclusion clause on the generic (item #10) needs to be clarified.

Motion and second to approve the Course Change Request and New Course Requests as modified. Motion carries. 

VII. Study Abroad Request: Fd Sc&Te 697

Study Tour Request
Fd Sc&Te 697
Ireland Study Tour: Food and Drink in Irish Culture
U G 3
Study tour of Ireland—Dublin, Cork, and southern countryside—touring production facilities, meeting government, industry, and interest group representatives, and sampling local food and drink
SU 2008 (June 14-24, 2008)
Prereq: Fd Sc&Te 694: Group Studies Seminar: Food and Drink in Irish Culture
Limiting clause: 3rd or 4th year undergraduate or graduate standing and 21 years of age.

Group Studies Request
Fd Sc&Te 694
Food and Drink in Irish Culture
U G 3
Introduction to economically significant Irish foods relevant to Irish history and culture, including dairy products and fermented beverages, and contemporary issues, including GMOs and alcoholism.
SP 2008, 1 2-hr lecture
Limiting Clause: 3rd or 4th year undergraduate or graduate standing; minimum of 21 years of age.

Discussion
This can either be a study tour 698 or a study abroad 697. It can’t be a study tour 697 as currently stated on the form. 

This study abroad is narrow enough that the credit would most likely be counted as a free elective or major elective for Fd Sci & Nutrition or Food Business Mgt majors. H&CS 697.04 could probably be an additional Art and Humanity or an additional Social Science since it’s broader than Fd Sc&Te’s offering. Both study abroads would cover an international issues requirement. 

Fd Sc&Te 697 has to be offered Spring quarter, not Summer quarter, so the funds will be generated before the trip. 

The title could be controversial if someone were looking to create controversy, as could the bars/pubs on the itinerary. The title should be changed to avoid the potential PR problem, possibly to something like “Irish Cuisine and Culture” or “Cuisine in Irish Culture.”

Summary: More of a syllabus is needed for the 697, the title needs to be changed, a typographical error (“cuirsine”) needs to be corrected, and the course number needs to be changed. 

Motion and second to approve the revised proposal. Motion carries. 

VIII. Course Change Request: H&CS 761

Course Change Request
H&CS 761

Secondary Products of Higher Plants

U G 4

Change title to: Crop Secondary Products for Survival, Health & Welfare
Change credit hours to: 5
Change description to: The synthesis, metabolism and agricultural, industrial, medicinal or aesthetic uses of crop secondary products affecting our daily lives.
Change quarter to: WI
Change distribution to: 2 2.5-hr cl
Change prereq to: H&CS or PCMB 300, Chem 231 or equivalent course.

Discussion
The syllabus should say 761, not 661.

Most H&CS students want to take the minimum amount of chemistry (i.e., 121 only), so they may not have the Chem 231 listed in the revised prereqs. However, page 2 says that prereqs will not be implemented by Brutus. They signal students that they should have taken organic chemistry, but they aren’t enforced.

The committee decided to leave the form as is and not request a letter of concurrence from PCMB.

IX. Next Meeting

We will have an additional COAA meeting this quarter, on June 15. 

Agenda items for that meeting include any departments’ changes to their science requirements, CSM’s proposal for a tagged degree, 2 or 3 course proposals, AEE Leadership courses, and an update on the GEC curriculum change. 

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Jill Pfister

Assistant Dean, Academic Affairs


and College Secretary
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